CHAPTER 1
Getting started
A small garden begins with a few careful choices. Pick a bright spot near a water source and leave enough room to move between the plants.
[image: A young plant growing in a terracotta pot]A little care each day helps a young plant grow.Before you plant
	Choose a container with drainage holes.
	Fill it with fresh soil and leave space at the top.
	Place the container where you can check it every day.

CHAPTER 2
Sowing seeds
Read the seed packet before planting. Some seeds need a shallow cover of soil; others grow best when they rest near the surface.
A gentle start
	Make a small hole for each seed.
	Cover the seed without pressing the soil too firmly.
	Water slowly so the seeds stay in place.

CHAPTER 3
Caring for seedlings
Young plants need steady care. Check the soil with a finger and water when the surface feels dry. Rotate containers to help the stems grow evenly.
A weekly routine
	Look for new leaves and healthy stems.
	Remove fallen leaves from the soil.
	Write down changes in a garden notebook.
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